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(57) Abstract: La a tecdvar for proc«sing a vestigial sideband (VSB) modulated 
signal containing terrestrial broadcast high definition television information and 
a pilot component, and for which muUipath interference can lead to significant 
attenuation within narrow bands of the received signal spectrum containing the 
lalot tone of an Advanced Television Systems Comnuttee (ATSC) high definition 
television (HDTV) broadcast signal, it has been found desirable to amplify the in- 
put signal in order to achieve synchronization of the receiver's phase-locked loop 
to the received pilot tone. Once this initial acquisition has been established, tbe 
anQ>iification ^^lied to ttie received signal can be reduced to a level approbate 
for remaining UocJcs in ttie denoodulation chain without upsetting flie pilot tone 
syndironization. Unis, according to the preset invention, tas gata ^plied to die 
received ATSC VSB signal is set higher during lalot tone acquisition than it is 
dadj^ tbe i^naining sta^s of demodidation. 
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